
The 4th Sheffield International 
ArtistS’ Book Prize Exhibition
5 October - 30 November
Tuesdays to Saturdays, 10am-5pm
Venue: Bank Street Arts
Free Admission

The Sheffield International 
Artist’s Book Prize has grown 
to be the largest Prize and 
Exhibition of Artist’s Books 
anywhere in the world and this 
year’s exhibition is the biggest 
yet. A unique show of over 
450 original and fascinating 
artist-made books, displaying 
every facet of this unique 
medium, with entries from 
every continent. Visitors to the 
exhibition act as judges of the Main Prize, voting for their favourites 
from the spectacular array of works on show.

THE ICE BOOK
12 October
Performance every half hour from 11.30am
Venue: Bank Street Arts
Tickets from Arena Box office. £4 -  Age 10-18 years, £6 - Concessions 
(students, BSA Members etc), £8 - Full Adult Ticket.
Suitable for ages 10+

The Ice Book is a miniature theatre show made of paper and 
light. An exquisite experience of 
fragile paper cutouts and video 
projections that sweep you right 
into the heart of a fantasy world. 
It is an intimate and immersive 
experience of animation, book art 
and performance. Not to be missed. 
Performers and creators Davy and 
Kristin McGuire were winners of 
the 2013 Samuel Beckett Theatre 
Trust Award.

A series of talks by members of the School of English at the 
University of Sheffield and invited academics, aimed at the general 
public, and teasing out the complex histories of medieval illuminated 
books, the doodlings of nuns in their nunneries, of the strange 
textual machines that are printed books from early modern culture 
to the present day, to contemporary collaborations between text and 
theatre, text and art.
 
Feel free to attend one or all. Free Admission on the day – no advance 
booking needed.

Illumination - Text - Typing - 
Inscription - Handwriting: Talks on 
Texts
18 October
6pm – 8.30pm 
Venue: Seminar Room B81, Richard Roberts Building, University of 
Sheffield, Brook Hill, Sheffield, S3 7HF

Virginia Woolf – 
Beyond Paradise Road 
19 October
11am – 12.30pm
Venue: Bank Street Arts
Free Admission. Places limited so book early. 
Tickets from Bank Street Arts or by e-mail info@bankstreetarts.com

Began as a hobby in the Woolf’s dining room at Richmond in 1917, 
The Hogarth Press went on to produce some of the most beautiful 
and sought after books of the twentieth century. With a particular 
fondness for the poetic titles, Frederick Lewis has spent most of 
his adult life tracking down these elusive books, many of them 
handprinted by Leonard and Virginia Woolf. This is the story of his 
collection, a literary journey through the places, people, pain and 
passion of accumulating the very nearly impossible.

Notes, Notation and Musical Paper: 
an Afternoon with Composer Stephen 
Chase
19 October
1pm – 6pm
Venue: Bank Street Arts
Free Admission. Places limited so book early. 
Tickets from Bank Street Arts or by e-mail info@bankstreetarts.com

Twentieth-century music is fascinated with the possibilities of 
notation. Is notation primarily a description of sound, or the score for 
interpretation? How does notation relate to improvisation, or to new 
technology? Does a performance follow a score, or is a score just one 
record of a performance? How does notation relate to chance.
 
For this participatory workshop, hosted by composer Stephen Chase, 
participants will examine such questions in a hands-on practical 
way. The workshop is suitable for any and all levels of ability (in a 
conventional musical sense) and will culminate in a performance in 
the Centre at the end of the workshop. Bring along an instrument or 
be prepared to use what is to hand.

Altered Book Workshop 
with Katherine Johnson
26 October 
10am-2.30pm (with break for lunch)
Venue: Bank Street Arts
£15 (Full) £10 (Concessions, BSA Members). Places limited so book 
early. Tickets from Bank Street Arts or by e-mail 
info@bankstreetarts.com

Turn unread pages into sculpture. Learn 
how to sculpt with a scalpel -  from single 
pages and an entire book to create an altered 
book that until opened remains a normal, 
untouched book.

Over the workshop you will assemble 
your own ‘hollow’ book frame with its self 
contained sculpture from the book pages 
itself. You need to be confident with using a 
scalpel.

All materials provided. Suitable for 16+.

The Bare Project presents 22 Pages
26 October
7pm - 11pm
Venue: Bank Street Arts
Tickets – in advance from Arena Box office. Early Bird deal: £4 (first 
20 tickets sold), In Advance: £5 (concessions) £6 (standard). On the 
door: £7 (concessions) £8 (standard)

As Off-The-Shelf turns twenty-
two The Bare Project combines 
immersive performance, new 
writing and live music to celebrate 
the 22nd birthdays of literary 
figures born in October... how they 
may have celebrated. Have a night 
of debauchery in rural Ireland with 
Oscar Wilde... Contemplate death 
and poetry with Sylvia in McLean 
Hospital, Massachusetts... Raise 
a bit of hell with serial romancer 
Ezra, while women, not words were 
top of the list...    

Art, Poetry and the Making of the Book
9 and 10 November
2pm – 5pm each day
Venue: Exhibition Space, Jessop West, University of Sheffield 
(Leavygreave Road)
Free Admission on the day – no advance booking needed.

Symposium on University Library’s fine art books collection. 
Specific symposium focus: Tetrad and Circle Presses
Guest speakers: Tetrad Press founder, Ian Tyson, Circle Press 
founder Ron King, and artists Tom Phillips (A Humument, Dante’s 
Inferno) and Sam Winston (“Memory Palace”, V & A)

A two day symposium 
bringing together artists, 
poets and book makers, using 
the astonishingly beautiful 
books created by Tetrad Press 
and Circle Press from the 
1970s onwards, including the 
collaboration between poet 
Roy Fisher and Tom Phillips 
for Tetrad and Ronald King and 
poet Jerome Rothenberg for 
Circle Press. Artist Sam Winston produces painstaking works of art 
out of words themselves, which have been supported and published 
by King. The guest speakers will be talking about the idea of the 
fusion of art and poetry and fine book making, as well as reflecting 
on the history of the two presses.
 
Examples of the fine art books in the Private Presses Collection held 
at the University of Sheffield Library will be on show, and there 
will be an opportunity to enjoy other examples within the Special 
Collections reading room.

Publish your own Zine
2 November
2pm - 8pm
Venue: Bank Street Arts
Free Admission

See your words in print when you write and publish your own mini-
magazine. Your zine can include anything. Come to the session 
bringing possible content, ideas or just enthusiasm.
You will also have the chance to browse our zine fair, and to find 
out more about the DIY and samizdat publishing on music, poetry, 
theory, etc., from Matt Cheesman of the University of Sheffield, Ian 
Trowell (Autoxity) and other invited guests.

This event is running as part of Off The Shelf Festival.

SALT+SHAW - Word, Image, Object
23 November
2pm – 4pm
Venue: Bank Street Arts
£5 (Full) £3 (Concessions, BSA Members). Places limited so book 
early. Tickets from Bank Street Arts or by e-mail 
info@bankstreetarts.com

Words and images, concertinas, cut-outs and 
complex bindings - artists’ books explore every 
format. Text, poems and short stories are an 
integral part of books made by SALT + SHAW 
and can be found within both traditional and 
experimental structures.

Guerrilla Writing Workshop
16 November
11am – 3pm (with break for Lunch)
Venue: Bank Street Arts 
Free Admission. Places limited so book early. 
Tickets from Bank Street Arts or by e-mail info@bankstreetarts.com

Sheffield’s Guerrilla Writers will host a workshop exploring an 
extended idea of reading and writing – though text-generation 
might be a better description – by employing novel strategies in 
order to make works of art.  Taking their cue from such writers as 
Perec, Goldsmith, Queneau, and Kivland they use absurd, arbitrary, 
and inappropriate ways of managing and making text from unlikely 
sources. This participatory workshop will reveal new ways of 
considering and conceiving the written and spoken word. Suitable 
for writers and those interested in writing and reading.

ZINE FAIR
2 November
11am-2pm
Venue: Bank Street Arts
Free Admission

Browse and buy zines at our Zine Fair. Exhibitors will include Salford 
Zine Library and Closed Caption (formerly Rotherham Zine Library), 
who will be showcasing their extensive collections of DIY publishing.



EXHIBITION AND Event 
Programme

The Art of Books and Book Arts

http://openingupthebook.weebly.com

A collaboration between Bank Street Arts and The University Of 
Sheffield centred around unique collections of artists’ books held at 

the two partner organizations.  Using the fourth Sheffield International 
Artist’s Book Prize as a focal point, we present a two month 

programme of talks, performances, exhibitions, workshops and a 
Symposium to launch the project…

5th October - 30th November

Artist’s Book Showcase
Through October and November
Various Venues
Free Admission

Alongside this year’s 4th Sheffield International Artist’s Book Prize, 
we are showcasing artists’ books in a range of public spaces around 
the city.
 
Prize winning book artist, Katherine Johnson, from Leeds will 
create a site specific book and paper installation in Sheffield Central 
Library; on show throughout the month of October. In the foyer of 
the Library we will be displaying an exhibition of photographs of 
artists’ books from our unique collection.
 
Books from the collection will also be on show in branch 
libraries around the city. Look out for these unique displays in 
Chapeltown, Ecclesfield and Walkley libraries, throughout October 
and November, where artists’ books will be displayed and can be 
handled, manipulated and read. There will also be a static display of 
more sculptural books in Window 7 on Cambridge Street as part of 
Sheffield Showcase from October 1st to November 10th.
 
Books will also be on display in selected Sheffield hotel foyers 
throughout October and November including: Holiday Inn Royal 
Victoria, Hilton Sheffield, Kenwood Hall, DoubleTree by Hilton and 
Jury’s Inn, Sheffield.

Tetrad and Circle Press
11 - 30 November
Exhibition Space, Jessop West, The University of Sheffield
Free Admission

Small scale exhibition of the output of both Tetrad and Circle Presses 
from the University’s Private Presses Collection at Western Bank 
Library including the work of Tom Phillips, Sam Winston and other 
notable collaborators.

PARTNER 
ORGANISATIONS

ADDITIONAL 
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FUNDING

Opening Up the Book is supported by an ‘Arts Enterprise’ award from 
the Faculty of Arts & Humanities, and by the School of English, at The 

University of Sheffield.

The Sheffield International Artist’s Book Prize is supported by
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0114 346 30 34

Opening up the Book and The Sheffield International Artist's Book Prize 
are organised by Bank Street Arts in Sheffield

Bank Street Arts
32-40 Bank Street
Sheffield
S1 2DS

Opening Up the Book - Closing Event
30 November
5pm – 8pm
Venue: Bank Street Arts
Free Admission

On the final day of the Book Prize show we will be announcing all 
Prize Winners and visitors will have an opportunity to view both the 
Jury choices and the public vote winner.

Artists’ Books from The University’s 
Special Collections
Thursday 21 November
2pm – 4.30pm
Special Collections, Western Bank Library, The University of Sheffield
Free Admission

Books from the University of Sheffield’s Private Presses Collection 
can be viewed at any time during Library opening hours by 
appointment. As part of the Opening Up the Book programme, 
Librarian Amanda Bernstein will present a selection of books from 
the Collection in the Western Bank Library on the 21st and will be 
available to talk about the books on show.


